
TED BUDD IS TOO EXTREME TO REPRESENT NORTH CAROLINA 
 

 
Ted Budd is too extreme to represent North Carolina. 
 

● Budd supports a national ban on abortion with no exceptions for rape, incest, or the life of the mother. 
 

● What’s more, Budd supports extreme laws that punish women and doctors and even voted against women 
having a right to birth control. 

 

 
Budd Supports A National Ban On Abortion With No Exceptions For Rape, Incest, Or The Life 
Of The Mother 
 
Ted Budd Has Co-Sponsored Personhood Bills That Would Outlaw All Abortion 
 
BUDD COSPONSORED MULTIPLE PIECES OF LEGISLATION TO BAN ABORTION 
 
Budd Cosponsored The 2017 “Sanctity Of Human Life Act.” [Congress.gov, H.R. 586, 2/6/17] 
 
● The 2017 “Sanctity Of Human Life Act” Was A Personhood Bill Stipulating That Human Life Legally Begins At 

Conception. “This bill declares that: (1) the right to life guaranteed by the Constitution is vested in each human and is 
a person's most fundamental right; (2) each human life begins with fertilization, cloning, or its equivalent, at which time 
every human has all the legal and constitutional attributes and privileges of personhood; and (3) Congress, each 
state, the District of Columbia, and each U.S. territory have the authority to protect all human lives.” [Congress.gov, 
H.R. 586, 2/6/17] 
 

● The Bill Declares That The Legal And Constitutional Privileges Of Personhood That Every Human Being Has 
Begins At Fertilization. “This bill declares that: (1) the right to life guaranteed by the Constitution is vested in each 
human and is a person's most fundamental right; (2) each human life begins with fertilization, cloning, or its 
equivalent, at which time every human has all the legal and constitutional attributes and privileges of personhood; and 
(3) Congress, each state, the District of Columbia, and each U.S. territory have the authority to protect all human 
lives. [Congressional Research Service, 1/17/17] 
 

● Budd Cosponsored The 2019 Sanctity Of Human Life Act. [Congress.gov, H.R. 305, 1/8/19] 
 

● Budd Was An Original Cosponsor Of The 2021 Sanctity Of Human Life Act. [Congress.gov, H.R. 877, 4/23/21] 
 
PERSONHOOD BILLS WOULD OUTLAW ABORTION AND BAN COMMON FORMS OF BIRTH CONTROL 
 
McClatchy: “[Thom Tillis Spokesman Jordan] Shaw Also Said That Tillis Would Support A ‘Personhood 
Amendment’...[Which] Could Ban Abortion In All Cases And Forms Of Birth Control.” “Shaw also said that Tillis 
would support a ‘personhood amendment,’ an initiative in some states that would declare a fertilized human egg to be a 
legal person under certain conditions. It would have to be consistent with his view that abortion should be legal in cases of 
rape, incest and when the life of the mother is in danger, and it would have to be in line with his view that women should 
have access to contraceptives, he said. The personhood movement, however, holds that embryos should have legal 
rights. The position could ban abortion in all cases and forms of birth control that prevent fertilized eggs from implanting in 
the uterus.” [McClatchy, 7/5/14] 
 
● Pro Life Alliance – Life at Conception Act to Overturn Roe v. Wade Introduced in Both House and Senate. [Life 

Line, Pro Life Alliance Newsletter, Winter 2013] 
 
● Personhood Bill Could Outlaw Some Forms Of Birth Control, IVF, And All Abortions. “The personhood bill, first 

introduced in 2011 by Rep. Paul Broun (R-Ga.) and reintroduced by Broun last week, specifies that a ‘one-celled 
human embryo,’ even before it implants in the uterus to create a pregnancy, should be granted "all the legal and 
constitutional attributes and privileges of personhood." Similar legislation has been rejected by voters in multiple 
states, including the socially conservative Mississippi, because legal experts have pointed out that it could outlaw 
some forms of birth control and in vitro fertilization as well as criminalize abortion at all stages.” [Huffington Post, 
1/9/13] 
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● Personhood Bills “Could Render Act of Using Many Forms of Oral Contraception the Equivalent of a 

Homicide Crime.” According to Think Progress, “As it turns out, this may only be the second most sweeping attack 
on reproductive freedom that both men partnered on. Ryan and Akin also cosponsored a federal personhood bill, 
the Sanctity of Human Life Act of 2009, which declares that a fertilized egg is entitled to the exact same legal rights as 
a human being:… Such an interpretation would not simply ban abortion, it could turn many forms of birth control into 
the legal equivalent of a murder weapon. Many forms of contraception, including many birth control pills, function in 
part by inhibiting a fertilized egg from implanting in a woman’s uterus. Thus, Ryan and Akin’s personhood bill could 
render the act of using many forms of oral contraception the equivalent of a homicide crime. [Think Progress, 8/20/12] 

 
● Experts Say Personhood Bills “Could Also Ban In Vitro Fertilization Procedures and Some Forms of Birth 

Control.” According to Talking Points Memo, “Personhood Amendment. A much more far-reaching bill co-
sponsored by Ryan, the 2011 Sanctity of Human Life Act, states that the “life of each human being begins with 
fertilization, cloning, or its functional equivalent” and empowers states to “protect the lives of all human beings residing 
in its respective jurisdictions” that meet this definition of personhood. Not only would this give states the ability to treat 
any kind of abortion as murder, experts have said it could also ban in vitro fertilization procedures and some forms of 
birth control like the “morning after” pill. [Talking Points Memo, 8/23/12] 

 
Budd Has Advocated For Abortion Bans Without Exceptions 
 
TED BUDD SAID THAT HE WAS “100% PRO-LIFE, NO MATTER HOW YOU MEASURE IT” AND THAT 
EVERYTHING HE DID PUSHED IT “BACK TO THE POINT OF CONCEPTION”  
 
Ted Budd Said That He Will Do Everything To Support Life At Conception, And The Court Cases In Texas And 
Alabama Have Given A Lot Of “Legal Creativity”. Ted Budd said during a live event, "Great ideas on life. So 
background, I'm 100% pro-life, no matter how you measure it, thank you for that. Anything we can do, you will be able to 
see everything that I do push it all the way to the point of conception in support life. So I've got a good record on that I'm 
seeing a lot in Texas, Alabama, court cases, gives us a lot of legal creativity. And you know what, there's been this much 
really on another talk about follow the science and follow the science when it comes to life." [Facebook, Pitt County,20:30, 
2/16/22]([VIDEO) 
 
Ted Budd: “I’m 100% Pro-Life, No Matter How You Measure It.” “Ted Budd said during a live event, "Great ideas on 
life. So background, I'm 100% pro-life, no matter how you measure it, thank you for that. Anything we can do, you will be 
able to see everything that I do push it all the way to the point of conception in support life. So I've got a good record on 
that I'm seeing a lot in Texas, Alabama, court cases, gives us a lot of legal creativity. And you know what, there's been 
this much really on another talk about follow the science and follow the science when it comes to life." [Facebook, Pitt 
County,20:30, 2/16/22]([VIDEO) 
 
Ted Budd: “Anything We Can Do, You Will See Everything That I Do I Push It All The Way Back To The Point Of 
Conception In Supporting Life.” “Ted Budd said during a live event, "Great ideas on life. So background, I'm 100% pro-
life, no matter how you measure it, thank you for that. Anything we can do, you will be able to see everything that I do 
push it all the way to the point of conception in support life. So I've got a good record on that I'm seeing a lot in Texas, 
Alabama, court cases, gives us a lot of legal creativity. And you know what, there's been this much really on another talk 
about follow the science and follow the science when it comes to life." [Facebook, Pitt County,20:30, 2/16/22]([VIDEO) 
 
BUDD SIGNALED THAT HE WOULD SUPPORT A FULL BAN ON ABORTION EVEN IN CASES OF RAPE, INCEST, 
AND WHERE THE LIFE OF THE MOTHER COULD BE AT RISK 
 
Budd Signaled That He Would Likely Support A Fully Abortion Ban Even In Cases Of Rape, Incest, And Where 
The Mother’s Life Could Be At Risk, He Characterized Abortion In Those Cases As A “Second Tragedy” That 
Should Not Be Added To The Situation. BOWEN: "We will likely have in the next month or so a decision by the U.S. 
Supreme Court when it comes to Roe v. Wade. Can you just clarify for me where you stand on abortion and where you 
stand on whether there should be an option if a woman who is a victim of incest, rape, or her life is in danger?" BUDD: 
"So I want to look at it broadly. First of all, when a person finds himself in that type of situation, let's just admit right up 
front, regardless of what your political background is or what party you're with, that it's a tragedy when somebody finds 
himself there. And I want to say, why would you want to add a second tragedy to an already very tough situation? I don't 
condemn anybody that's ever been through that. But I want to say let's not add more tragedy to a very tough situation."  
[CBS 17, Local Matters, 04:10, 4/25/22] (VIDEO) 
  
Budd Said He Viewed Cases Of Rape, Incest, Or Where The Mother’s Life Could Be At Risk As A Tragedy But 
Argued That There Needed To Be A Consideration For A Second Life That Would Be Harmed, Signaling That He 
Would Not Support Abortion In Those Exception Cases. BOWEN: So just to clarify, if the mother's life is in danger if 
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she's been raped or is a victim of incest, you still feel that that person should not be given the option to abort the child? 
BUDD: You need to look at it as a tragedy, and let's engage this person, let's talk with them. But let's also realize there's a 
second life there. And you had to look at it through those lenses in why would you want to take a second life for something 
that's already been harmed. So that's how I want to look at it.  [CBS 17, Local Matters, 04:56, 4/25/22] (VIDEO) 
 
Ted Budd Said That Women Who Became Pregnant Due To Rape Or Incest Should Not Add More Tragedy To A 
Very Tough Situation With An Abortion. During an interview with Russ Bowen on CBS 17, Ted Budd answered a 
question by Russ Bowen. RUSS BOWEN: "We will likely have in the next month or so a decision by the U.S. Supreme 
Court when it comes to Roe v. Wade. Can you just clarify for me where you stand on abortion and where you stand on 
whether there should be an option if a woman who is a victim of incest rape or her life is in danger?" Ted Budd: "So I want 
to look at it broadly. First of all, when a person finds himself in that type of situation, let's just admit right up front, 
regardless of what your political background is or what party you're with, that it's a tragedy when somebody finds himself 
there. And I want to say, why would you want to add a second tragedy to an already very tough situation? I don't condemn 
anybody that's ever been through that. But I want to say let's not add more tragedy to a very tough situation."  [CBS 17, 
Local Matters, 04:10, 4/25/22] (VIDEO) 
 
Axios: Ted Budd, “Left The Door Open To Banning Abortion In Cases Where A Mother's Life Could Be At Risk As 
Well As In Cases Of Rape And Incest.” “Rep. Ted Budd (R-N.C.), also endorsed by Trump, has left the door open to 
banning abortion in cases where a mother's life could be at risk as well as in cases of rape and incest. When pressed on 
these specific scenarios during an interview with CBS last month, Budd said: ‘You need to look at it as a tragedy, and let's 
engage this person, let's talk with them. But let's also realize there's a second life there. And you had to look at it through 
those lenses in why would you want to take a second life for something that's already been harmed.’” [Axios, 5/8/22] 
 
What’s More, Budd Supports Extreme Laws That Punish Women And Doctors And Even Voted 
Against A Right To Birth Control  
 
Ted Budd Has Supported Laws That Would Punish Women And Doctors 
 
TED BUDD HAS PRAISED THE TEXAS HEART BEAT ACT THAT WOULD EMPOWER PRIVATE CITIZENS TO 
ENFORCE AN ABORTION BAN 
 
Ted Budd Praised The Texas Abortion Law That Banned Abortions After 6-Weeks, And Empowered Private 
Citizens To Enforce The Law. “He also signed the amicus brief urging the courts to review and overturn Roe v. Wade 
and has praised the “creativity” of a Texas law that bans abortion at six weeks and empowers private citizens to enforce 
the law. Budd has called the Texas Heartbeat Act a “monumental step forward in the movement to protect unborn life.”” 
[Hill, 6/29/22] 
 
TED BUDD SUPPORTED PERSONHOOD BILLS THAT WOULD CRIMINALIZE WOMEN TERMINATING 
PREGNANCIES AND COULD LEAD TO MURDER CHARGES FOR WOMEN 
 
Budd Cosponsored The 2017 “Sanctity Of Human Life Act.” [Congress.gov, H.R. 586, 2/6/17] 
 
● The 2017 “Sanctity Of Human Life Act” Was A Personhood Bill Stipulating That Human Life Legally Begins At 

Conception. “This bill declares that: (1) the right to life guaranteed by the Constitution is vested in each human and is 
a person's most fundamental right; (2) each human life begins with fertilization, cloning, or its equivalent, at which time 
every human has all the legal and constitutional attributes and privileges of personhood; and (3) Congress, each 
state, the District of Columbia, and each U.S. territory have the authority to protect all human lives.” [Congress.gov, 
H.R. 586, 2/6/17] 
 

● The Bill Declares That The Legal And Constitutional Privileges Of Personhood That Every Human Being Has 
Begins At Fertilization. “This bill declares that: (1) the right to life guaranteed by the Constitution is vested in each 
human and is a person's most fundamental right; (2) each human life begins with fertilization, cloning, or its 
equivalent, at which time every human has all the legal and constitutional attributes and privileges of personhood; and 
(3) Congress, each state, the District of Columbia, and each U.S. territory have the authority to protect all human 
lives. [Congressional Research Service, 1/17/17] 
 

● Budd Cosponsored The 2019 Sanctity Of Human Life Act. [Congress.gov, H.R. 305, 1/8/19] 
 

● Budd Was An Original Cosponsor Of The 2021 Sanctity Of Human Life Act. [Congress.gov, H.R. 877, 4/23/21] 
 
PERSONHOOD BILLS WOULD CRIMINALIZE ABORTION AND COULD LEAD TO MURDER CHARGES FOR WOMEN 
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Personhood Laws Could Subject Women Who Have Abortions To Murder Charges. “But the differences between 
personhood laws and other abortion restrictions are sometimes poorly understood. Abortion rights supporters say 
personhood laws could have far-reaching consequences that could hamper in vitro fertilization or subject women who 
have abortions to murder charges.” [Associated Press, 7/30/22] 
 
Personhood Law Could Criminalize Women Who Terminate Pregnancies. “And the impact of personhood laws could 
be felt beyond abortion regulation. They could limit in vitro fertilization, criminalize women who terminate pregnancies or 
engage in behavior harmful to the fetus, and even grant a fetus child support, tax benefits and other rights.” [Associated 
Press, 7/30/22] 
 
Ted Budd Has Even Voted Against Ensuring The Right To Contraception Access, And Co-
Sponsored Bills That Could Ban Common Forms Of Birth Control 
 
 
Budd Voted Against The Right To Contraception Act. “Contraceptives: The House has passed the Right to 
Contraception Act to bar state and local governments from restricting the ability of individuals and health care entities to 
provide and consume contraceptives, and take contraceptive actions. The vote on Thursday, July 21, was 228-195. Nays: 
McHenry, Budd.” [News & Record, 7/23/22] 
 
Budd Voted Against Prohibiting The Veterans Affairs Department From Requiring Copayments From Veterans 
For Contraceptives That Are Required To Be Covered By Health Insurance. In June 2021, Budd voted against: 
“Passage of the bill that would prohibit the Veterans Affairs Department from requiring copayments from a veteran for any 
contraceptive items that are required to be covered by health insurance plans without a cost-sharing requirement.” The bill 
passed, 245-181. [HR 239, Vote #184, 6/24/21; CQ, 6/24/21] 
 
TED BUDD HAS CO-SPONSORED PERSONHOOD BILLS THAT WOULD BAN COMMON FIRMS OF BIRTH 
CONTROL 
 
Budd Cosponsored The 2017 “Sanctity Of Human Life Act.” [Congress.gov, H.R. 586, 2/6/17] 
 
● The 2017 “Sanctity Of Human Life Act” Was A Personhood Bill Stipulating That Human Life Legally Begins At 

Conception. “This bill declares that: (1) the right to life guaranteed by the Constitution is vested in each human and is 
a person's most fundamental right; (2) each human life begins with fertilization, cloning, or its equivalent, at which time 
every human has all the legal and constitutional attributes and privileges of personhood; and (3) Congress, each 
state, the District of Columbia, and each U.S. territory have the authority to protect all human lives.” [Congress.gov, 
H.R. 586, 2/6/17] 
 

● The Bill Declares That The Legal And Constitutional Privileges Of Personhood That Every Human Being Has 
Begins At Fertilization. “This bill declares that: (1) the right to life guaranteed by the Constitution is vested in each 
human and is a person's most fundamental right; (2) each human life begins with fertilization, cloning, or its 
equivalent, at which time every human has all the legal and constitutional attributes and privileges of personhood; and 
(3) Congress, each state, the District of Columbia, and each U.S. territory have the authority to protect all human 
lives. [Congressional Research Service, 1/17/17] 
 

● Budd Cosponsored The 2019 Sanctity Of Human Life Act. [Congress.gov, H.R. 305, 1/8/19] 
 

● Budd Was An Original Cosponsor Of The 2021 Sanctity Of Human Life Act. [Congress.gov, H.R. 877, 4/23/21] 
 
PERSONHOOD BILLS WOULD OUTLAW ABORTION AND BAN COMMON FORMS OF BIRTH CONTROL 
 
McClatchy: “[Thom Tillis Spokesman Jordan] Shaw Also Said That Tillis Would Support A ‘Personhood 
Amendment’...[Which] Could Ban Abortion In All Cases And Forms Of Birth Control.” “Shaw also said that Tillis 
would support a ‘personhood amendment,’ an initiative in some states that would declare a fertilized human egg to be a 
legal person under certain conditions. It would have to be consistent with his view that abortion should be legal in cases of 
rape, incest and when the life of the mother is in danger, and it would have to be in line with his view that women should 
have access to contraceptives, he said. The personhood movement, however, holds that embryos should have legal 
rights. The position could ban abortion in all cases and forms of birth control that prevent fertilized eggs from implanting in 
the uterus.” [McClatchy, 7/5/14] 
 
Personhood Bill Could Outlaw Some Forms Of Birth Control, IVF, And All Abortions. “The personhood bill, first 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/586?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22To+provide+that+human+life+shall+be+deemed+to+begin+with+fertilization%5C%22%22%2C%22To%22%2C%22provide%22%2C%22that%22%2C%22human%22%2C%22life%22%2C%22shall%22%2C%22be%22%2C%22deemed%22%2C%22to%22%2C%22begin%22%2C%22with%22%2C%22fertilization%22%5D%7D&r=3&s=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/586?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22To+provide+that+human+life+shall+be+deemed+to+begin+with+fertilization%5C%22%22%2C%22To%22%2C%22provide%22%2C%22that%22%2C%22human%22%2C%22life%22%2C%22shall%22%2C%22be%22%2C%22deemed%22%2C%22to%22%2C%22begin%22%2C%22with%22%2C%22fertilization%22%5D%7D&r=3&s=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/305/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22To+provide+that+human+life+shall+be+deemed+to+begin+with+fertilization%5C%22%22%2C%22%5C%22To%22%2C%22provide%22%2C%22that%22%2C%22human%22%2C%22life%22%2C%22shall%22%2C%22be%22%2C%22deemed%22%2C%22to%22%2C%22begin%22%2C%22with%22%2C%22fertilization%5C%22%22%5D%7D&r=2&s=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/877/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22To+provide+that+human+life+shall+be+deemed+to+begin+with+fertilization%5C%22%22%2C%22%5C%22To%22%2C%22provide%22%2C%22that%22%2C%22human%22%2C%22life%22%2C%22shall%22%2C%22be%22%2C%22deemed%22%2C%22to%22%2C%22begin%22%2C%22with%22%2C%22fertilization%5C%22%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=8
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/article24769981.html


introduced in 2011 by Rep. Paul Broun (R-Ga.) and reintroduced by Broun last week, specifies that a ‘one-celled human 
embryo,’ even before it implants in the uterus to create a pregnancy, should be granted "all the legal and constitutional 
attributes and privileges of personhood." Similar legislation has been rejected by voters in multiple states, including the 
socially conservative Mississippi, because legal experts have pointed out that it could outlaw some forms of birth control 
and in vitro fertilization as well as criminalize abortion at all stages.” [Huffington Post, 1/9/13] 
 
Personhood Bills “Could Render Act of Using Many Forms of Oral Contraception the Equivalent of a Homicide 
Crime.” According to Think Progress, “As it turns out, this may only be the second most sweeping attack on reproductive 
freedom that both men partnered on. Ryan and Akin also cosponsored a federal personhood bill, the Sanctity of Human 
Life Act of 2009, which declares that a fertilized egg is entitled to the exact same legal rights as a human being:… Such 
an interpretation would not simply ban abortion, it could turn many forms of birth control into the legal equivalent of a 
murder weapon. Many forms of contraception, including many birth control pills, function in part by inhibiting a fertilized 
egg from implanting in a woman’s uterus. Thus, Ryan and Akin’s personhood bill could render the act of using many forms 
of oral contraception the equivalent of a homicide crime. [Think Progress, 8/20/12] 
 
Experts Say Personhood Bills “Could Also Ban In Vitro Fertilization Procedures and Some Forms of Birth 
Control.” According to Talking Points Memo, “Personhood Amendment. A much more far-reaching bill co-sponsored 
by Ryan, the 2011 Sanctity of Human Life Act, states that the “life of each human being begins with fertilization, cloning, 
or its functional equivalent” and empowers states to “protect the lives of all human beings residing in its respective 
jurisdictions” that meet this definition of personhood. Not only would this give states the ability to treat any kind of abortion 
as murder, experts have said it could also ban in vitro fertilization procedures and some forms of birth control like the 
“morning after” pill. [Talking Points Memo, 8/23/12] 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/09/paul-ryan-personhood-bill_n_2440365.html
http://2012.talkingpointsmemo.com/2012/08/paul-ryans-abortion-record-a-guide.php
http://2012.talkingpointsmemo.com/2012/08/paul-ryans-abortion-record-a-guide.php
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